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YSLETA LUTHERAN M ISSION HUMAN CARE 

CEO Corner 
 

 Poverty has hit hard this 
year as more and more come 
to our mission in need.   
Churches encounter      
opportunities to minister when 
they are willing to be a safety 

net or a place of refuge for those in 
need. Throughout history we can see how 
churches have stepped up to meet the needs of 
society. One example of this is the many 
hospitals developed by churches in America 
when society did not have a way to deal with 
all of its sick. This summer, we have dealt with 
the problems of cartel violence and the swine flu 
scare. These evils caused 15 servant events to 
cancel and numerous others to bring smaller 
groups than normal. This loss of income, 
compounded with the difficulty a reduction of 
$8000 from our district support for San Pablo has 
been tough to manage. Additionally, the El Paso 
County General Assistance program is no longer 
leasing one of our buildings, which means 
another $8000 reduction in revenue.  
  Since our beginning we have been a 
safety net for the people of the El Paso/Juarez 
community, providing basic human care 
relief. Although it seems there are never enough 
resources, we do not give up. This past year we 
have given out 89 pallets of food, 3,856 food 
baskets, 1,493 school kits, 1,493 hygiene kits, 
1,642 toys, and 2,593 Bibles, Good News 
magazines and New Testaments.   
  This mission needs your help in 
order to survive. We will continue to trust 
in the Lord. Thank you to those who 
have helped us during this financial 
crisis. We welcome your continued 
partnership in all God is doing through 
us. Thank you very much, all of 
you. Please keep us in your prayers. 
May God richly bless you as He has 
blessed us! 
  
In Christôs Service, 
Rev. Dr. Karl P. Heimer de la Cotera 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ñWell done, good and faithful servant!ò  
   
 This is what the master says to the 2 of his 
servants who took what they were given and multiplied it 
in the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-28), and it is 
what our Lord is undoubtedly saying to Sr. Enrique 
Carrejo right now; he passed away and went to be with 
his creator early on the morning of Wednesday, 
September 16, 2009. Enrique had been suffering from 
brain and lung cancer for almost a year and was placed in 
hospice care a few months ago. We praise God that he 
repeatedly beat every odd he was given throughout his 
illness, and we rejoice that, as the master in the parable 
invites the triumphant servants to, ñCome and share your 
masterôs happiness,ò he is doing that as we speak. A 
memorial service was held at San Pablo Lutheran Church 
on September 26, 2009, so that Enriqueôs YLM family 
could properly honor the memory of everyoneôs favorite 
driver, interpreter, and most of all, friend! 

Enrique and 
girls from 

San Lucas in 
Anapra. 

The ñjefeòðboss! 
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Fire Restoration Update 
 

 With the help of Mark Warrick, our pro bono 
architect from Austin, YLM can now see its future on 
paper.  We have beautifully sketched plans for the 
future missionary and student housing.  Mr. Warrick 
encouraged us to think through our long-term 
building needs in order to develop a master plan.  He 
listened to our ideas and drew up a master plan draft 
which will help guide building projects in the coming 
years.  The fire that displaced two YLM families 
living on campus last spring spurred us also to 
review maintenance needs in all the buildings.  We 
have compiled a long list of projects for building 
revitalization to guide servant events in the coming 
year.  As of the writing of this article, our insurance 
company is still negotiating repair and replacement 
estimates for the building the burnt in April.  Pray 
that an agreement will be reached soon 
so we can begin the 
construction  
process. 
 
 

 

 
 

Finalists...Again 
 

 The 5th annual NpACT 
awards, honoring El Pasoôs 
nonprofit organizations were 
held on September 18th.  YLM 
was once again a finalist in 
the Outstanding Collaboration 

category alongside organizations such as the Red 
Cross, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the Girl Scouts.  
The award went to another organization, however it 
was an honor just to be finalists with such well 
known organizations.  Perhaps the 3rd time will be a 
charm next year.  YLM was a finalist in the same 
category last year, as well as in ñOutstanding 
Individual,ò which you may recall was won by office 
& program manager Elvira Viramontes.  

            

  

 

Records were made  
to be brokené 

 

 Record seekers beware! 
The bar has just been set at a 
new height of three days! You 
have a group of eight 
dedicated workers from St. 
Johnôs Lutheran Church in 
West Bend, Wisconsin to 
thank. Led by Karen 
Schmidt, the group spent 
the week of July 4th at 
San Lucas in Anapra, 
building a house about 
four blocks away from 
the church. After 
completing in one day 

what is normally the goal  
       for the end of the second day,  

                the construction manager  
           started talking about the possibilities of a 

new record. The group banded together to finish their 
house shortly after lunch on Wednesday, thus 
allowing them to paint both the inside and outside 
walls and build a bench to be placed outside the 
home. The family of four was ecstatic and St. Johnôs 
was glad to have shared their time with the them and 
all the children of Anapra. A work ethic such as theirs 
was truly a blessing to behold. 

 

The end 
of day 
1!!! 

The 
group, 

YLM staff, 
and a 

grateful 
family. 

Architectôs 
drawing of the 
proposed new two 
story missionary 
and student 
housing building. 



A Neu Face 
 
 The mission was blessed to have Kristine 
Neu here as our lone summer staff from May 18 
until August 8. Kristine is from 
Pelican Rapids, MN, and had 
participated in multiple YLM 
servant events before she 
decided to volunteer long-term. 
She recently began her 2nd year 
at the University of Minnesota-
Crookston, where she is 
studying Horticulture and 
Communications. It was 
refreshing to have an extra set 
of hands around because it gave 
the full-time servant event staff 
some much needed relief. She 
helped with airport runs, 
accompanied groups on their 
work projects, wrote weekly 
website articles, kept the dorms in 
good order, and did various other assorted 
projects. Kristine made friends easily with both 
servant event group members and the individuals 
she served alike; a few weeks ago a 3-year old 
little girl in Sparks whose family YLM has worked 
with extensively asked us to tell Kristine she 
missed her! Kristineôs time flew by and we were all 
sad to see her go...but her churchôs group is 
coming back next summer! 
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Kristine and Karlita 

Kristine and her ñYLM familyò at the BBQ we 
hald for her on her last night here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ready for School! 

 

 On August 29th we began our annual school 
kit distribution.  Five-hundred thirty-six backpacks 
full of school supplies and health kits were 
distributed here on the YLM campus.  Elvira, YLM 
program manager and organizer of the event, 
reports that another 937 were sent to the missions 
across the border in Juarez. That sure is a lot of 
pencils and paper! Our thanks to the computer 
company, Dell, to the Altrusa Club of Clovis, NM, to 
Orphan Grain Train and many, many others for their 
donations that enabled so many children to receive 
the backpacks stuffed full with school supplies and 
hygiene products. 

The mountain of donations! 

The CRAZY long line! 

Fun Fact: Mexicoôs 

Independence Day is 

September 16! 

1,436 Children 
received school 
& hygiene kits 


